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Special Education Director’s Call

2021 Montana Strategic Waivers

Office of Public Instruction Staff

Note:  slides were prepared on January 21, 2021.



1. Cover information about the Strategic 

Waivers;

2. Provide opportunity to answer any questions; 

3. Collect concerns or comments. 
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Waiver and Assessment Topics



The information shared in today’s webinar is current as of 

[Timestamp: 01/21/2021] and stems from laws, regulations, and 

the OPI’s policies for testing, accountability, and reporting.

The purpose of this webinar is to elicit public participation and 

comment for the addendum and strategic waivers being sought 

for testing, accountability, and reporting requirements under 

ESSA. 

Your participation in this webinar is critical to the overall 

process! We look forward to hearing your ideas, concerns, 

questions, and recommendations on areas likely impacted by 

these pursuits.

Session Disclaimer
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• Health & Safety 

• Equity & Fairness 

• Impact of COVID-19 on students & families 

– Disproportionate impact on underserved and 

disadvantaged students

• Prioritize resources to the most vulnerable 

student populations 
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The Purpose of Waivers 



• Ensure all students have equitable 

access to high-quality education 

services

• Measure attainment of education 

• Monitor student learning and 

progress 

• Address and close educational gaps.

• Inform and provide accurate and 

timely information to parents 

• Support education information 

processes at local and state levels. 

State Assessment Purpose (Why)
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6

Establish Standard Conditions



7

Census Participation & Inclusion



Adequate Technical Quality 
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State assessments MUST be valid, reliable, and 

fair for the purposes they are used.



Here is what the waivers MAY do:
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(2) What do the Waivers DO

Cancel

• Requirements to 
administer the 
statewide 
assessments for 
Math, ELA, and 
Science in the spring 
2021.

Suspend

• Accountability 
system for the 2020–
2021 data year.

Remove

• Certain elements 
from the 2020–2021 
ESSA Report Card.



What are we DOING? Key OPI Activities
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 Past

Test Settings Rollover for 
Smarter, MSA, and AMSA.

Science field test waiver 
granted. Decoupled from 

the accountability and 
reporting requirements.

 Current

Be lawful: The participation 
requirement to administer 
annual state standardized 
assessments is required 
under federal and state 

law.

ACCESS for ELLs Testing 
is underway and must be 

completed by February 26, 
2021.

Plan on delivering tests this 
winter and spring.

Test windows extended 
where possible.

 In Progress

Shortened Smarter 
Balanced test.

No remote proctoring (at-
home testing) service for 

remote learners.

One-year medical 
exemption option for COVID 

reasons.

Future

Strategic waiver process 
under Section 8401 for 

testing, accountability, and 
reporting requirements.

State and Districts 
CANNOT act on waivers.

Department has 120 days to 
make a determination on 
state’s waiver application.

https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ95/PLAW-114publ95.pdf
http://mtrules.org/gateway/ChapterHome.asp?Chapter=10%2E56
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#2) Why Does Your Voice Matter?
Note: Image was taken from Universal Waiver Respondent Representation in July 2020. 



1. Provide comments or concerns today

2. Complete our public comment survey

3. Send comments to us at ESSAInput@mt.gov
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#1) How to Lend Your Voice?

mailto:ESSAInput@mt.gov


Using your device go to: 

www.menti.com Q

Instructions for Using Menti

Input 

Code
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http://www.menti.com/


• Where are you joining us from (i.e., enter your 
5-digit zip code)?
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Menti #1



What questions on the testing setting rollover 
process do you have?

Menti #2
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What questions on the approved field test waiver 
for science (MSA) and (AMSA) do you have?

Menti #3

16This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://sagaciousnewsnetwork.com/federal-courts-rubber-stamp-federal-spying/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


What questions on the ACCESS for ELLs 
requirement or test completions do you have?

Menti #4
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FEB

26

FEB
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What questions on the shortened Smarter 
Balanced blueprint do you have?

Menti #5
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What questions on the medical exemption for 
COVID reasons and the OPI’s plan for data 
collection for non-participation do you have?

Menti #6
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• Outreach Page
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Concerned Stakeholders
2020-2021 Strategic Waivers Public Comment Outreach

https://sites.google.com/opiconnect.org/2020-2021-montana-waivers/3-reimbursement-stipulations
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pK5BF-MXhTeoHGfSQNWU5zI2hhMJbPVbek_hbiCKneM/edit


Complete the Survey

Complete the Public Comment Survey.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSrQBuyGrkT1usFZO8XRkCFMRJQgYVGit6brKWrwqKiEbtRQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


Strategic Waiver Public Participation & 
Comment Tools

• 79 Public 

Comment Survey 
Responses

• These numbers are 
current as of 
January 20, 2021.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSrQBuyGrkT1usFZO8XRkCFMRJQgYVGit6brKWrwqKiEbtRQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


Email Us

Email questions, support, or concerns to 
ESSAinput@mt.gov.

mailto:ESSAinput@mt.gov


Do you support the strategic waiver for state 
testing?
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Menti #7



Do you support the strategic waiver to suspend 
accountability for the 2020-2021 School Year?
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Menti #8



Do you support the strategic waiver for 
reporting?
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Menti #9



If you answered Yes to this set questions, what 
are some of the benefits these waiver will have to 
you?
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Menti #10



Please describe your overall concerns about the 
addendum or strategic waiver process.
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Menti #11



Do you have any concerns about funding or 
programs that rely on these data? Please explain.
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Menti #12



Key Documents and Resources 
for Strategic Waiver Process 

December 23, 2020 Public Notice

Strategic Waiver Purpose and Cover Letter

Strategic Waiver Timeline

Testing FAQ

Accountability FAQ

Reporting Card FAQ

Strategic Waiver Google Website
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vJHqTQgVgOl0pquum__5OnDfZ2F1rLPo/view?usp=sharing
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Strategic%20Waivers/FY2021_Purpose%20of%20the%20Montana%20Strategic%20Waiver%20Process_Final.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Strategic%20Waivers/FY2021_Montana%20Strategic%20Waiver%20Actions%20Timeline_Final.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Strategic%20Waivers/Strategic%20Waiver%20Process_FAQ%2020-21%20State%20Testing%20Final.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Strategic%20Waivers/Strategic%20Waiver%20Process_FAQ%2020-21%20Accountability%20System%20Final.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Statewide%20Testing/Strategic%20Waivers/Strategic%20Waiver%20Process_FAQ%2020-21%20Report%20Card%20Final.pdf?ver=2020-12-22-144430-243
https://sites.google.com/opiconnect.org/2020-2021-montana-waivers/home


Do you have questions on the Key Documents and 
Resources?
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Menti #13



Strategic COVID Waiver Process
Link to full FY2021 Montana Strategic Waiver Actions Zoom Webinar Schedule.

Public Comment Period: December 23, 2020 – January 28, 2021 [Period of 36 days].

.
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Public 
Comment 
Opened

•December 
23, 2020

Zoom 
Webinar 
#1

•January 7, 
2021

Zoom 
Webinar 
#2

•January 14, 
2021

Zoom 
Webinar 
#3

•January 21, 
2021

Zoom 
Webinar 
#4

•January 28, 
2021

Public 
Comment 
Closed

•January 28, 
2021

Spring 
Test 
Windows 
Open

•March 8, 
2021

Department 
Determination

Due

•On or before 
June 5, 2021

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GThuiF9JHfXIfTap87pv5-u8Po4C7tOk/view?usp=sharing


YOUR TURN: Is there anything else you need or 
have concerns on?
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Menti #14



Questions?
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For questions on state testing, please direct those to the OPI 

Assessment Help Desk at 1.844.867.2569 or e-mail at 

OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov.  
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